SPRING 2013

THE CRESCENT NEWSLETTER
(Yes…We’re still here!)
Come to our fund
raising concert!
Friday 22nd February
8pm
St Saviours Church
Sandpit Lane, St Albans AL1 4DF

The Hertfordshire Chamber Ensemble
An evening of light classical &
popular music from the
Hertfordshire Chamber
Ensemble featuring wind
ensemble, barber shop &
saxophone quartets.
There will also be a
performance from one of our
Patrons, C J de Mooi, star of
BBC’s ‘Eggheads’.

CJ De Mooi

Tickets £12.00
£10.00 concessions

THE SPRING BASKET 2013
SATURDAY 11TH MAY 2013
2:30PM TO 4:30PM
VENUE: Church Hall at Homewood Road URC Church,
Homewood Road,
St Albans, AL1 4BH

A Warm Invitation

You are warmly invited to attend our Spring Basket event
and collect various gifts, new and nearly new, all in very
good condition.
These will include clothes of all sizes for adults and
children, toys games and household items.
Light refreshments will be available and there will be craft
activities for the children.
If you require transport please contact: 07919211946 (Luton area)
01727 842532 (West Hertfordshire area) 01920 484784 (East and
North Herts)

“St Albans HIV support
centre The Crescent
‘kept me alive’ says
Rachel Dilley”

A BIG THANK YOU!
Thank you to the BBC for their help in featuring us
on their breakfast show, thanks to John Sessions
for being a great source of support, and also our
local County Councillor Chris White, Unison, Anne
Main MP, The Herts Advertiser, Private Eye, My
Watford News, St Albans Review, and for
everyone who has shared a link, donated to our
cause, and generally supported our campaign not
to close.

For all our latest campaign articles please
visit
http://savethecrescent.wordpress.com

Massive thanks to our service member Rachel, who
bravely appeared in several newspaper articles and
radio interviews, in our ongoing battle against
closure. A section of the interview featured in the
Herts Advertiser (by Samantha Lewis) is detailed
below. The full article is available if you follow this
link:
http://www.hertsad.co.uk/news/st_albans_hiv_suppo
rt_centre_the_crescent_kept_me_alive_says_suffe
‘JUST like thousands of people Rachel Dilley
thought it would never happen to her. So she was
left in a state of shock when she was diagnosed with
the virus seven years ago at the age of 40 after
suffering from a number of unexplained symptoms.
When she turned to The Crescent, a HIV support
centre based in St Albans, her whole attitude on life
changed and with their support she managed to pull
herself out of spiralling depression. “I was given
some information and one of the places to go was
The Crescent so I went there and sat down with
someone, and just by talking to her and from her
being open with me and telling me she was also HIV
positive it gave me a sense of not giving up and I
thought ‘This is not so bad, I can do this’.“I am not
being dramatic when I say it but I don’t think I
would be here if it wasn’t for The Crescent.’

THERAPY & COUNSELLING
We are again offering selected treatments
We are pleased to announce that, following some generous donations we are
able to re-offer therapies on the second Friday of each month 10am to 4pm. A
range of treatments including aromatherapy, massage, and acupuncture are
available for those experiencing medication side effects or other HIV related
issues. Please ring for an appointment. As these are limited at present, if you
make an appointment please give us at least 24 hours notice if you wish to
cancel an appointment if possible. We will always give you a courtesy call as a
reminder.
We have a new volunteer counsellor so if you feel you would like to make an
appointment please call Fran on 01727 842532. This will normally be available
on a Tuesday for an hour long session. After initial face to face sessions advice
can be given by email and/or phone if you have mobility issues.
More to come, keep watching….thanks for staying with us, we won’t give up

SUNDAY LUNCHES
Next Lunch
10th March 1.30 to 4.00 pm
Everyone Welcome
An event where all can get together in a safe and
welcoming environment to make friends, share
experiences and enjoy a roast dinner and home
cooked deserts.
The Crescent will be open for the foreseeable
future on Tuesdays 11-4pm and every second
Friday from 10am to 5pm, run by our dedicated
team of volunteers. Further information or to
chat to someone in confidence please call 01727
842532. Please visit our website for updates.

If you would like to donate and help us
maintain our vital services then you can
forward a cheque made payable to The
Crescent Support Group Ltd. or by text
using Vodafone Just Giving donations –
all you have to do is text CRES19 plus an
amount (up to £10 maximum, in
increments of £1 up to £5 – after £5 the
only alternative is £10) to 70070.
It is free (for text donations) and you can
reclaim gift aid for us too if you want to
do that. If you wish to donate via PayPal
please follow this link.
http://www.thecrescent.org.uk/index.php/abo
ut/donate/

www.thecrescent.org.uk

